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Correspondence 


Siate Medical Service 


Sik,—-I have read your correspondence on Medical Planning 
and State Medical Service, and feel that medical practitioners. 
even at this critical stage of the war, ought to organize them- 
selves into a position to demand satisfactory conditions of 
service in the future, and not leave it entirely to the B.M.A. 
The Local Medical and Panel Committees would be a good 
rallying point. I am sure that those of us who have had a 
long experience of all types of practice favour a private contract 
between patient and doctor. The relation is frequently a very 
happy one, and the doctor usually receives more consideration 
than when under contract. Panel patients frequently take the 
doctor's services for granted, and the chronic patient is often 
everlastingly on the doorstep, whereas the paying patient usually 
only comes when he feels it necessary. It is obvious that the 
Government has no intention of offering contract terms equal 
te private practice of pre-war days, and there is very little 
prospect of the pay in a whole-time service being any better 
than the inadequate panel capitation fee. 


In my view an improved N.H.I. service (without the Ap- | 


proved Societies) and administered by the profession would be 
more acceptable and produce better work than a whole-time 
service. It would enable those doctors who wish to undertake 
private practice to participate in both systems, instead of 
leaving the entire private field to osteopaths, herbalists, and the 
like! Practitioners should have beds and diagnostic facilities 
at their disposal in local hospitals and clinics, and be able to call 
in specialists when required. The capitation fee should not be 
less than £1], and, say, 1,500 patients should be the maximum 


for a doctor doing private work. This figure could be reduced 


if the practitioner was giving too much time to other pro- 
fessional work. Those who prefer contract practice could elect 
to do panel only, and could be allowed to accept more patients. 
A pension scheme should be instituted by deduction from the 
quarterly cheques and a contribution from the State. Better 
pay would enable the doctor to employ efficient secretarial 
help, so as to be more free for professional duties. Midwifery, 
child welfare, and other fields of work stolen by the Ministry 
of Health should be restored to those G.P.s able and willing 
to do the work in co-operation with specialists. 

The majority of our able-bodied private patients, especially 
women, are being forced on to the panel by the Government 
and A.R.P. authorities. Many of them can still afford, and 
would prefer, to be private patients, but they become eligible 
for the panel because they are in receipt of a salary. There 
ought to be a total income limit for N.H.I. We all know that 
sociology will be linked to medical work in a greater degree 


-after the war, whatever the economic system may be; but 


surely this can be achieved without whole-time State service, 
which, in my view, will be unjust to patient and doctor alike 
if introduced while capitalism and private enterprise continue 
in other walks of life-——I am, etc., 
London, W.14, Oct. 17. C. WATNEY ROE. 
Sir,—There were interesting letters in the Supplement of 
September 27, and I should like to take this opportunity of 
making some comments thereon. Dr. R. P. W. Shackleton 
thinks that vested interest in disease is all wrong, and I quite 
agree with him. The distinction between the Public Health 
Service and general practice is a purely artificial one, and the 
sooner some combination of both is brought about the better 
for all sections of the community. Most general practitioners 


will, I think, agree that no small amount of their patients’ ail- 
ments are due to a combination of bad housing and a faulty 
mode of living, yet the only remedy that a good many of us 
can offer is the traditional bottle of medicine with a certificate 
for a “ week on the club.” In other words, instead of dealing 
boldly with causes we are simply tinkering with effects. 

Now Dr. J. M. McInnes makes the rather controversial state- 
ment that the N.H.I. Act has raised neither the reputation nor 
the professional standard of the general practitioner. Well, this 
may be his opinion, but it is certainly not that of most of my 


_ colleagues who were in practice in the pre-panel days. If Dr. 


McInnes could only hear their decidedly pungent views on the 
bad old days of pettifogging “sick clubs” and “ medical aid 
societies ” he might be induced to modify his opinions. There 
is, | think, littke doubt that the present-day insured person gets 
much better value for his money than did his father in the 
free-and-easy days of thirty years ago. 

Then Dr. C. A. H. Franklyn, in connexion with his remarks 
about a State Medical Service, says that almost everyone would 
prefer to be treated as a private patient, but what worries them 
is how to pay their medical expenses. No doubt it does, because 
by the time most of them have paid their instalments on the 
house, furniture, car, radiogram, etc., there is not much left for 
the doctor, who is proverbially the first to be called and the 
last to be paid. Moreover, these people are quick to realize 
that if they do not keep up their payments as regards the items 
mentioned they will soon find themselves in the county court, 
whereas they know full well that the doctor will seldom, if ever, 
take such an extreme step. In other words, the doctor asks for 
it and invariably gets it! 

And, finally, there is the letter of Dr. J. H. Moore, who thinks 
that there is such an appalling lack of unanimity, etc., in the 
profession. But, after all, is there anything so remarkable about 
this when one considers the diversity in type of general practice? 
Take, for instance, the much-debated subject of a State Medical 
Service. The average doctor in giving his opinion on this 
matter is bound to be influenced to a certain extent by the type 
of practice in which he is engaged. It would be, I think, safe 
to say that support for a National Service is definitely stronger 
in industrial areas than in rural ones. In semi-industrial dis- 
tricts and the smaller towns opinion would seem to be more or 
less evenly divided. It is also significant that the younger men 
are much keener on the idea than are their seniors; here, no 
doubt, again the personal equation is the deciding factor. There 
is, however, practical unanimity that the present N.H.I. scheme 
is unsatisfactory, the principal grounds of complaint being 
(1) the insufficient capitation rate and (2) the non-inclusion of 
dépendants.—I am, etc., 


Leicester, Oct. 28. E. J. O'SULLIVAN. 


War Formulary for National Health Insurance Purposes 


The attention of insurance practitioners is directed to the 
announcement in the Journal this week (p. 656) of the publi- 
cation of the National War Formulary. A summary of its 
contents will be found on page 662. A copy of the Formulary 
is shortly to be issued free of charge to every doctor and 
chemist under contract with an Insurance Committee. It will 
be distributed through Insurance Committees, and will come 
into operation for National Health Insurance purposes on 
December ! next. 

Part VII of the Drug Tariff will be discontinued and Part III 
of the Tariff will be correlated to the National War Formulary. 


: There will be a special issue of the Drug Tariff for December, 


and with it will be issued a list of the principal amendments 
necessitated by the new Formulary. 
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H.M. FORCES APPOINTMENTS 


SUPPLEMENT To THE 
BriTIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Medical Forces of H.M. Services 


ROYAL NAVY 


Surgeon Lieut. N. M. McArthur to be Surgeon Lieutenant- 
Commander. 
Surgeon Lieut. W. F. Viret (Emergency) to be Lieutenant-Com- 


mander (Emergency). 


RoyaL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Probationary Temporary Surgeon Lieuts. J. McClintock, F. S. 


7 ot G. A. Dingemans, G. S. Thomas, C. M. H. Rotman, 
Ww. D. Seymour, J. J. Foley, W. M. Douglas, B. R. Mitchell, 
and a H. F. Wood to be Temporary Surgeon Lieutenants. 


ARMY 


Major-General R. C. Priest, C.B., K.H.P., has relinquished the 
appointment of Inspector of Medical Services. . 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 


The following Captains (Short Service Officers) have been appointed 
to permanent commissions: A. B. Dempsey, S. Hunt, G. B., 
Heugh, W. N. L. Haynes, and I. N. Fulton; (Acting Major) a 
Lewis; (Temporary Majors) J. F. Wilson, W. Stewart, M.B.E., E. A. 
Smyth, J. R. Kellett, and K. G. F. Mackenzie; (War Substantive) 
Maior (temporary Lieut.-Colonel) J. A. Davidson. 

War Substantive Captain F. R. How has relinquished his temporary 
commission on account of ill-health, retaining the rank of Captain. 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
RoyaL ArMy Mepicat Corps 


T. Tennent to be Lieutenant, without pay and allowances, and 
has been granted the unpaid acting rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

D. J. O'Connell to be Lieutenant, without pay and allowances, 
and has teen granted the unpaid acting rank of Major. 

War Substantive Captain P. A. H. King has ea his com- 
meng on account of ill-health, and has been granted the rank of 

aior 

Lieuts. G. A. F. Quinnell and D. I. C. Milton have relinquished 
their commissions on account of ill-health. 

The notifications regarding Lieuts. J. C. R. Buchanan and R. C. 
Le Masle in Supplements to the London Gazette dated July 16, 1940, 
and August 26, 1941, agg A are cancelled. 

To be Lieutenants: W. R. G. Atkins, C. J. R. Aubrey, C. W. G. 
Bryan, C. R. Ribband. A. Watt, R. Platt, J. Allan, W. J. Barclay, 
W. J. <2 J. L. Kirk, H. Acton, J. Beech, T. Y. Bennie, C. 
Birks, J. R. Boyd, C. S. Campbell. t i oe Coates, R. S. Dewar, G. M. 
Edington, S. gi Edwards, J. J. A. Embleton, E. M. Ensor, om 
Ferguson, J. French, J. Gauld, M. B. H. Golden, me H. K. Haggic, 

Hayes, J. F. K. Hutton, D. J. Mcl. Irvine, A Jack, H. 
Jamison, A. K. Jones, N. U. Khan, W. Lamb, ‘Lehane, N. 
Levantine, J. Livingstone, K. C. MacKelvie. A. MeAlligen A. W. 
wie K. J. MacGinty, J. S. Main, G. E. Milne, N. C. Mond, 

G. Morris, A. P. Motley, A. A. Oatley. R. W. Orton, T. G. 
Perry, G. Platt, P. V. Pucci, I. H. V. Sansom, 
G. Smith, Ww. o Smith, D. ce Taylor, W. J. Taylor, A. P. Thomson, 
S. Tomback. S. Tulloch, P. Tytler. A. J. Walker, K. M. Wheeler, 
B. A. M. Willissason, C. H. Wood, J. Zigmond, W. Anderson, 
O.B.E., J. C. Hawks. 

Dorothy M. J. Emslie has been granted an emergency appoint- 
ment as medical officer, with the relative rank of Lieutenant. (Sub- 
stituted for the notification in a Supplement to the London Gazette 
dated October 7, 1941.) 


SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICAL CORPS 


Lieut. H. J. Knight, Ist Rhodesia Motorized Field Ambulance. to 
be Temporary Captain. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE 
Royat Air Force VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


G. A. Smart to be Flight Lieutenant (Emergency). 

Flying Officers R. S. Carpenter, J. Craig, R. W. K. Purser, 
R. G. Robinson, B. Roditi, J. L. Lawrence, G. A. Mandow, J. W. 
Pooley, A. Russell, M. TI. ‘Cookson, G. Cormack, Ae Hopkins, 
F. W. T. Davies, G. M. Jones, D. Macpherson, A. D. Messent, S. 
Rosehill, J. M. Smiles, J. C. A. L. Colenbrander, P. P. Brown, W.L. 
James, I. G. Lennox, D. C. Russell, J. Spears, J. H. Ward, D. W. 
Boatman, Nancekievill, O'Sullivan, J. Colover, A. G. 
Edwards, L. C. Liddell, and R. G. Crawford to be Flight Lieutenants 
(War Substantive). 

To be Flying Officers (Emergency): . Bell, H. 
Bergin, D. Cowan, H. V. W. Elwell, R: é "Fraser, Q. St. L. Myles, 
J.R. Slessor, A. Standeyen, J. M. Wilkin, I. G. Williams, J. L. Boyd, 
T. I. Gordon. W. D. Smith, P. W. G. Sutton, Lf Burnand, G. H. 
Flack, A. T. Hawthorne, D. L. Henderson, E_H.B. Hopkins, R. W. 
McDowell, and H. Zinober. 


DENTAL BRANCH 


G. Beaton, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 


A. to be Flying Officer 
(Emergency). 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 
NortH OF ENGLAND BraNncH.—At Royal Victoria Infirmary, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, Thursday, November 13, 2.30 p.m., Dr. J. C. 
Spence: ** National Food Policy in Wartime” : 3.45 p.m., medical 
clinical demonstration by Dr. A. G. Ogilvie and his clinic. 


B.M.A.: Meetings of Branches and Divisions 
SHROPSHIRE AND MID-WALES BRANCH 
At the annual general meeting of the Shropshire and Mid- 
Wales Branch, held at Shrewsbury on October 14, with Dr. 
C. U. Wuitney in the chair, the following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: 

President, Dr. J. Aubrey Ireland. Vice-President, Rae” Whitney. 
Chairman oy Clinical and Pathological Section, Dr. R. N. Urwick. 
Honorary Secretary, Dr. D. A. Urquhart. Representative in Repre- 
sentative Body, Dr. G. Elkington. 

A tribute was paid to Dr. George Mackie for long service 
faithfully rendered as the representative of the Branch at 
Annual Representative Meetings of the Association. Dr. 
IRELAND delivered his presidential address on “ The Work of a 
Medical Board,” which was much appreciated and for which 
he was heartily thanked. 


POSTGRADUATE NEWS 


The Fellawship of Medicine announces an M.R.C.P. Course in 
Neurology to take place at the West End Hospital for Nervous 
Diseases, on _—— and Fridays, at 3 p.m., from November 25 
to December 19 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


BRITISH POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL, Ducane Road, W.—Daily, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, 
Obstetric and Gynaecological Clinics and Operations. Daily. 
1.30 p.m., Post-mortem Demonstrations. Mon., Course on War 
Surgery of Nervous System commences. Tuves., 10 a. m., Paediatric 
Clinic, Dr. R. Lightwood; 11 a.m., Gynaecological Clinic, Mr. 
V. B. Green-Armytage. Wed., 11.30 a.m., Clinico-pathological 
Conference (Medical); 2 p.m., Lecture, Pathology of the Intestinal 
Tract (I), “ Prof. J. H. Dible. Thurs., 2 p.m., Dermatological 
Clinic, Dr. T. Brain. Fri., 12.15 p.m., Clinico- pathological 
Conference 2 p.m., Clinico- pathological Conference 
(Gynaecological); 3 p.m., Sterility Clinic. Mr. V. B. Green- 
Armytage. 

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
1 Wimpole ag W.—London Chest Hospital, Victoria Park, E.. 
Thurs., 2 p.m., M.R.C.P. Course in Chest Diseases. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 
Society OF MEDICINE 
Sections of Therapeutics and Pharmacology, and Medicine.—Tues., 
2.30 p.m. Discussion: The Kidney and Hypertension. Openers, 
Prof. Arthur Ellis, Dr. Clifford Wilson, Prof. G. W. Pickering, and 
Dr. Robert Platt. Followed by Dr. Geoffrey Evans and others. 
Clinical Section —Fri., 2.15 p.m. Meeting at St. Mary’s Hospital, W. 
Section of Ophthalmology —Fri., 3.30 p.m. Paper by Dr. A. J. 
Ballantyne: Angiomatosis of the Retina: Account of a Case. 
including the Histological — of X-ray Treatment. 
Section of Neurology.—Sat., 30 a.m. Clinical and pathological 
meeting at Chase Farm ea) The Ridgeway, Enfield. 


CuHavwick Trust.—At London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Keppel Street, Gower Street, W.C.. Tues., 2.30 p.m.. 
R. Hiorns: Hygiene Technique in Building. or the Econo- 

and Health Aspects of Surface Treatment. 
PappINGTON MepicaL Sociery.—At St. Marvy’s Hospital, W., Tues.. 
—— Debate: How to Solve the Night Call Problem in 
London. 


APPOINTMENTS 
Bonp. K. E., M.B., B.Chir., F.R.C.S., Temporary a to Out- 
patients, Hampstead General and North- West London Hospital. 
Mor ey, H. S.. M.D., M.R.C.P., Examining Factory Surgeon for the 
Midhurst. District (Sussex). : 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this head is 10s. 6d. This amount 
should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and address 
of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than first 
post Monday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTH 
Morton.—-On October 9, to Florence J. R. Beattie. D.Sc., wife of 
Captain W. R. M. Morton, R.A.M.C., a son. 
ENGAGEMENT 


MatrisonN—Duncan.—The engagement is announced between Flying 
Officer Leslie H. Mattison, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H., elder son 


of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Mattison of Manchester, and Miss Sheila 
Duncan, elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. K. Duncan of Hendon, 
Alveston, Stratford-on-Avon. 


residing at ‘* Avoncliffe,” 
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